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Abstract

This article takes a look into the current state ofpublic schools in the United States.
It examines whether or not we are adhering to the erdict of the Brown vs. the

Board of Education case and the dream of Dr. King. In addition, it explores a

possible solution for dealing with the separate bugéqual issue.

Introduction

Brown vs. The Board of Education a landmark casena not worth fight for?
Has segregation ended? Are public education fesliintegrated and do Africa-
Americans, Latinos, and Caucasian students haveam® abilities to excel in school?
These are all questions that are discussed thromgihis article. If you have not thought
about the issue of segregation in public schotls,drticle will inform and transform or
solidify your thoughts in regards to this situation
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Background

Brown vs. The Board of Education was a case taketheaway to the Supreme
Court that questioned the notion of “separate lmutak” This was not the first case
dealing with this issue that made it to our higlurtoCharles Hamilton Houston also
known as the “Moses” of the struggle fought thisneafight seventy years prior to
Brown. Houston is said to be the one who paveddhd for the 1954 case of Brown vs.
Board of Education, which the verdict, separate égytial was unconstitutional, was
passed four years after his death (Jr., 2007).e ‘fatvs and policies struck down by this
court decision were products of the human tendencigrejudge, discriminate against,
and sterotype other people by their ethnic, religighysical, or cultural characteristics”
(Brown Foundation for Educational Equity, 2004,1p. “The Brown decision initiated
education and social reform throughout the UnitedeS and was a catalyst in launching
the modern Civil Rights Movement. Bringing abobange in the years since the Brown
case continues to be difficult” (Brown Foundation Educational Equity, 2004, p. 1).

Problem

The current problem in America is it seems we ave@ backwards in time
instead of forward. After the verdict of Brownhsols were integrated. But since the
late 1970’s and 1980’s, American schools have lggewing more segregated (Feldman,
2005). It is stated that “Public schools are meggregated now than they were when
Thurgood Marshall wrote his dissent in 1974” (Deaned Brown, p. 2). More urban
school systems are becoming overwhelmingly poor aumbrity and most suburban
school systems are overwhelmingly white and midiss. One scholar has suggested
that the “(urban/suburban school) district boundamy is the new Jim Crow segregation
line” (Feldman, 2005, p. 2). It has been noted tphaedominantly white parents flee
cities in search of higher performing districts,wimcome parents, who are
predominantly minority, cannot afford to move anck deft behind in the cities”
(Feldman, 2005, p2). Robert Jackson, the founfleheo Campaign for Fiscal Equity,
stated that “...if New York City schools were not Bércent Black, we wouldn’t be
going through this”, this being providing a sounasé education for New York City
public school students (Allen, 2006, p. 2). Besaof this current state in education,
there are many new cases before the High CourtrenBalnvolved in Community
Schools vs. Seattle and Meredigh vs. Jefferson §ddmard of Education (Jr., 2007). In
addition, it has been found that far too many cbitdof color begin a tragic journey in
segregated, impoverished school that ends in jleséuaills and adult prisons. A case in
Rochester, New York focused on the extremely highrepty concentration and the
effects of this concentration on student perforneanc
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According to this case,

Ninety-one percent of students in Rochester subambsvhite and only 16
percent are poor. In the Rochester school systeepicture is reversed.
More than 80 percent are nonwhite and an astormj9npercent are poor
in the Rochester school system. (Feldman, 2008), p.

The stats in this situation show that 84 percenhefsuburban high school seniors
graduate on time while 27 percent of their coursgdgpdid. The courts agreed
that this was an issue; however refused to takergadtecause “it could not do so
without ‘subvert[ing]...local control”” (Feldman, 260p. 3).

Change

This issue must be addressed in education. Wahetdence pointing toward a
renewed segregation, America could find itself bankhe steps of Central High School
with the Little Rock Nine or in Cleveland, TexasGleveland High School in 1968 when
the school integrated. Understanding this topiinds about painful memories,
Americans must discuss it, because to just writdf ias coincidental adds fuel to the fire.
Has America come that far; have Dr. King’'s “Dreaarid the Brown vs. the Board of
Education decision really and truly come to fruiffo Looking at the current state of the
school system as it relates to demographics, edydagal officials, and our high courts
must begin this discussion with how did we get tzare why?

There are ways this problem can be eliminated. r&'agll always be inner-city
schools and suburban schools; however, there doesvé to be a vast difference in the
demographics or the number of campuses. Whenrgahti colleges and universities it is
noticeably a mixture of students in most instancBy. limiting the number of schools
and building larger campuses to mimic colleges anwersities, students would have
opportunities to intermingle with a variety of imgtiuals from all walks of life and
ethnicities. For example, the four high schoolsiumble Independent School District in
Humble, Texas could be merged into one large cartiphsuse the 10,000 plus students
at the high school level (Agency, 2006). The vahere is all students would be
attending the same school; therefore, there woatca any difference in the amount of
funds each campus would receive nor would thera t#ference in the expectations of
the students, because the climate and culture wmaittie same for all students and there
would only be one high school to fund. When logkat a larger district like Houston
Independent School District in Houston, Texas ca@pmus would not be sufficient for
high school students, because there are over 4%0@fents (Agency, 2006). For
districts this large you might be looking at seVesmpuses: north, south, east, and west,
for example.

Understanding the exertion, time, and commitmenthange it would take for
this proposal to happen can be perplexing but thatst be a beginning point.
Conversations about ending or rectifying tesue of segregation must be discussed or
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we might just find that more schools are segregatesle find ourselves back during the
prelude of Brown vs. the Board of Education. Téegregation could be based on class,
ethnicity, or a mixture of the two. Just as statethe Brown case:

...if the colored children are denied the experiencghool of associating
with white children, who represent 90 percent of pational society in
which these colored children must live then theoaad child’s curriculum
is being greatly curtailed. The Topeka curriculuon any school
curriculum cannot be equal under segregation. (€nzz. 1)

How can young people be expected to function inoeaiety where we keep them
separated and not offer them an opportunity toractewith people who look different
and have different ideologies? “Integrate Don'gji®gate” (Jr., 2007, p. 3). As our high
court stated so eloquently on May 17, 1954 throtlgh voice of Chief Justice Earl
Warren,

We come then to the question presented: Does gage of

children in public schools solely on the basisaife, even though
the physical facilities and other “tangible” factomay be equal
deprive the children of the minority group of eqalucational
opportunities? We believe that it does... We coneltltht in the
field of public education that doctrine of ‘sepa&rdtut equal’ has
no place. Separate educational facilities areraritty unequal.
Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and othenifarly situated

for whom the actions have been brought are, byoread the

segregation complained of, deprived of the equaleation of the
laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment. @opzz 3)

With the ruling against separate but equal in 1984, ,must now turn and look at our
public schools nationwide and look to see if weengene backwards in time. As our
high court stated over 50 years ago, separateguatl & unconstitutional.
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